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ON THE DOORSTEP OF PROMISING
HEALTH CARE DEVELOPMENTS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 24, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, when talking
to non-partisan health care financing experts
about the ideal health care system, their pref-
erence is clear: they usually agree that a sin-
gle-payer system that prevents the health in-
surance companies from getting between you
and your doctor is the way to go. But they
usually follow up with a caveat—the health in-
surance industry and the pharmaceutical in-
dustry are too powerful to allow it to happen:
it is not politically feasible.

| am thrilled to say that argument is now a
relic. On January 19, Harvard economist Wil-
liam Hsiao released a report that examined
three health care systems for Vermont, whose
new governor campaigned on a single-payer
platform. The report found that a true single
payer system would save Vermont 8-12 per-
cent off their health care spending upon imple-
mentation and another 12—14 percent as the
system gets up and running. The result is that
5000 new jobs will be created because of the
burden lifted off of businesses. And it would
cover every Vermonter.

An article by VTDigger.org announced that
“Even the private insurance companies, many
of whose policy-holders would presumably be
diverted to the new ‘single pipe’ which would
channel all payments to doctors and hospitals
through set rates for procedures cautiously
welcomed Hsiao’s proposal.”

We are at the doorstep of one of the most
promising developments in health care of our
time.

——————

JUSTICE FOR THE PERRONE-
LEMOS FAMILY

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 24, 2011

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | recently intro-
duced a private bill (H.R. 355) on behalf of
two extraordinary individuals, Pablo Perrone
and Cristina Lemos.

In 1987, Pablo and Cristina, labor union
leaders in Uruguay, were persecuted by the
radical socialist group, the Tupamaros. After
receiving multiple death threats for refusing to
join forces with the group, they fled to the
United States and immediately claimed asylum
after entry. Due to an incompetent lawyer, the
judge denied their asylum cases. An appeal
was made but was mishandled by the lawyer
and eventually lost by the Department of Jus-
tice for 10 years. As a result of this injustice,
Pablo and Cristina were never given an oppor-
tunity to state their case, a case that if heard,
would have granted them lawful presence in
the United States.

Now, over 20 years later, the same party
that persecuted Pablo and Cristina is now in
power. Pablo and Cristina have two U.S. cit-
izen daughters, Loredana and Victoria, who
speak limited Spanish and have lived in San
Diego, California all their lives as excellent
students. As contributing members of their
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community, Pablo and Cristina pay taxes
every year and devote countless hours to
community service. Pablo and Cristina have
no living family members in Uruguay. If de-
ported, they will be forced to take their two
U.S. citizen daughters with them, to a country
where they risk persecution, and face excep-
tional economic, educational, and emotional
hardship.

———

SUE TUFFIN TRIBUTE
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 24, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Sue Tuffin of
Grand Junction, Colorado, for her dedication
to her community. She has a unique and ex-
ceptional success story and has quickly risen
through the ranks in her career in public serv-
ice.

Ms. Tuffin is of exceptional character, and
has shown discipline, tenacity, and savvy in
her career and personal life. As a single moth-
er, Tuffin realized she needed to go back to
school to provide a better life for her son and
herself—she was making 90 cents an hour to
make ends meet. When she was married, she
had worked in an office to put her then hus-
band through college. Wanting to do the
same, Ms. Tuffin enrolled at Southern Colo-
rado State College to pursue a four-year de-
gree. She finished her coursework in two. Dur-
ing this time, she worked four jobs to support
herself and raise her young son.

Following college, Ms. Tuffin quickly re-
ceived promotions at Manpower, an employ-
ment services company in Pueblo. She
jumped from receptionist to counselor to su-
pervisor. After Manpower, Tuffin worked at the
Delta Department of Human Services, and
eventually became director of both the Delta
Health Department and Human Services De-
partment. Ms. Tuffin spent a decade working
for the State of Colorado reforming welfare.
Recently, she was chosen to direct the Mesa
County Workforce Center which provides em-
ployment resources and training programs.

Tuffin’s own success story will surely inspire
those she serves at the Workforce Center. Mr.
Speaker, it is with great pride that | ask this
body to commend Sue Tuffin for her persever-
ance in her personal and professional life. We
wish her the best of luck in her new position.

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
CAPTAIN DAN HOFFMAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 24, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the contributions of
Captain Dan Hoffman, a longtime public serv-
ant and Chief of the Parma Police Depart-
ment. A natural leader and dedicated law en-
forcement officer, Captain Hoffman devoted
nearly four decades of his life to protecting the
people of Ohio.

Mr. Hoffman grew up on the near west side
of Cleveland and graduated from Old Lincoln
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High School. He began his career with the
East Cleveland Police Department in June of
1973, and moved to the Parma department
five years later. Over the last 33 years, Hoff-
man has worked in many areas of the Parma
Police Department. In his early years, he
served on the Uniform Patrol Division, the Mo-
torcycle Unit, the S.W.A.T. Unit, the Detective
Bureau, the Special Investigations Unit, and
the Services Division. He later moved up to
work as Commander of the Uniform Patrol,
Records, and Services divisions before being
promoted to Executive Officer and finally
Chief. Somehow, Hoffman still made time to
attend both the FBI National Academy and
Northwestern School of Police Staff and Com-
mand.

Like a true leader, Hoffman credits his em-
ployees and colleagues for the department’s
success. In a letter announcing his retirement,
he wrote “As | think about all of the past and
present employees who have worked so hard
to get us where we are now | am filled with
a sense of pride for all of their and your ac-
complishments. It is apparent that everyone
has committed to ensuring the safety and
quality of life for the citizens of Parma.”

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in applauding Dan Hoffman for his outstanding
service to the people of Parma. May every
American citizen feel deep gratitude for the
bravery, dedication, and talent of men and
women who spend their lives keeping our
communities safe. Captain Hoffman had a true
calling to law enforcement and he leaves be-
hind a legacy of public spirit, excellence, and
camaraderie.

—————

STOP THE OVERPRINTING (STOP)
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ERIC CANTOR

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 18, 2011

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, Washington has
a dangerous spending problem that poses
grave risk to future American prosperity. The
only way we can start producing results for the
people again is to transform the culture of
spending in this town into a culture of savings.

Over at least the past two years, the House
did not cut spending on one single occasion.
Those days are over. Under our majority, gov-
ernment will learn to do more with less.

We may not eliminate the entire deficit over-
night, but this House will fight to make tangible
progress by cutting unnecessary spending and
needless regulation, and growing jobs and the
economy. We call it cut and grow.

It is in this light that we will bring spending
back down to 2008 levels, and bring to the
floor a spending cut each and every week.
Two weeks ago, we sent a clear signal of fis-
cal discipline by trimming our own congres-
sional budgets by 5 percent. This week, we
have brought to the floor a spending cut
picked by the public through our YouCut pro-
gram begun last year. This reduction would
eliminate mandatory printing of bills and reso-
lutions by the Government Printing Office for
the use of Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate. In the digital age,
there’s no reason we can’t save taxpayer dol-
lars by forcing congressional offices to receive
bills and resolutions through the Internet.
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